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CITY OF COLONIAL HEIGHTS, VIRGINIA
Regular Meeting of City Council
Tuesday, January 8, 2013


1.     	Call to Order

The Regular Meeting of City Council was called to order by Mayor Davis at 7:00P.M.

1. Roll Call

The following members of Council and Council’s staff were present for roll call by the Clerk:

Present:		Councilman Milton E. Freeland, Jr.
Councilman Kenneth B. Frenier
			Councilman W. Joe Green, Jr.
			Councilman T. Gregory Kochuba
			Councilman John T. Wood
			Vice Mayor Diane H. Yates
			Mayor C. Scott Davis
		
Also Present:		Mr. Thomas L. Mattis, City Manager
			Mr. Hugh P. Fisher, III, City Attorney
			Mr. William E. Johnson, Director of Finance
			Mr. George W. Schanzenbacher, Director of Planning
Col. Jeffrey W. Faries, Police Chief
			
3.	Devotion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
A devotional prayer was led Mr. Frenier.

4.	Pledge of Allegiance.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Davis.

5.	Administration of Oath to Councilman Wilford J. Green, Jr.

The Oath of Office was administered by the City Clerk to Councilman Wilford J. Green, Jr.	

6.	Adoption of Agenda.	

A motion was made by Mr. Green, seconded by Mr. Frenier to adopt the agenda as presented.

Vote: 			7-0
			Freeland
Frenier
			Green
			Kochuba
			Wood
			Yates
			Davis
No:			None
Abstained:		None
Absent:		None

Motion UNANIMOUS PASS

7.	Declarations of Personal Interest

Mr. Green read a Declaration of Personal Interest relative to Agenda Item 16.A.2 – Update on City Courthouse Project, stating his residence, located at 514 Walnut Avenue, is in the immediate vicinity of the current Courthouse property located at 401 Temple Avenue.  Declaration of Personal Interest was filed with the Clerk.

Mr. Wood read a Declaration of Personal Interest relative to Agenda Item 16.A.2 – Update on City Courthouse Project, stating his residence, located at 211 Battery Place, is in the immediate vicinity of the property known as 550 Boulevard, site of the new Colonial Heights Courthouse.  Declaration of Personal Interest was filed with the Clerk.

8.	Commendations and Presentation

A. A Presentation on Richard Bland College by Debbie l. Sydow, Ph.D., President of Richard Bland College.

Dr. Sydow thanked the Mayor and members of City Council for allowing her to address them on behalf of Richard Bland College (RBC) of the College of William and Mary and provided background information relative to her position prior to President of Richard Bland College in July of 2012.  

Dr. Sydow noted that she has discovered over the past six months that Richard Bland has a strong and proud 50-year history and she and her team look forward to building a first class institution of the 21st century.   Additionally, Dr. Sydow advised that she and her team have been actively involved, since July, in a year-long strategic planning process that is intended to engage every stake-holder of the college.  The goal is, as presented by Dr. Sydow, to engage every stake-holder in the hard work of setting the future of the institution, to establish what the goals and objectives should be, to ensure that they are not only admitting students and giving them the gateway to college and to transfer to other institutions, but also ensure graduation.  Dr. Sydow stressed that higher education is rapidly changing as old business models become obsolete, and remaining viable and relevant as we educate citizens of Colonial Heights and the Commonwealth is at the heart of the challenge that is faced.

Dr. Sydow advised that Council will be receiving an invitation to participate in a planning forum.  She encouraged Council to attend and participate.  

Dr. Sydow provided an update regarding enrollment and other relevant data points.  RBC’s total reenrollment is just over 1,500 students with 141 of those students residing in Colonial Heights.  Two hundred and fifty students reside in the college’s deluxe single-bedroom resident halls, built five years ago.  Dr. Sydow also noted that RBC’s tuition for full-time students is the lowest among all colleges and universities in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  Many of Colonial Heights High School’s students participate in RBC’s dual enrollment courses.

Dr. Sydow thanked Council for their past support of the Richard Bland College Foundation.  In the current year, the City of Colonial Heights appropriated approximately $3000 to the College Foundation.  Dr. Sydow noted that this year, the College awarded 11 Colonial Heights students a $1000 Presidential Merit Scholarship each.  Eighty of the RBC students residing in Colonial Heights were awarded a total of more than $222,000 in total financial aid funding.  Dr. Sydow noted that the College is working hard to partner with the City as it supports the College. 

Dr. Sydow pointed out that the alumni of Richard Bland College graduates help drive the local community and economy and contribute to the way-of-life in Colonial Heights.

Dr. Sydow concluded by saying she is glad to be back in her home state of Virginia, is very proud to be affiliated with Richard Bland College and be a member of this community, and she looks forward to working with each member of Council.


B.	Employee of the Month – December 2012 Eileen Drake (Recreation & Parks Department)

Mayor Davis recognized Mrs. Drake by reading the commendation in its entirety and presenting her with a certificate and a small token of appreciation from the City.

C.	A RESOLUTION NO. 13-3 
Declaring January as National Crime Solvers Month in the City of Colonial Heights

Mayor Davis made a motion to approve Resolution No. 13-3, seconded by Mr. Green.

Vote: 			7-0
			
Freeland
			Frenier
			Green
			Kochuba
			Wood			
			Yates
			Davis
No:			None
Abstained:		None
Absent:		None 

Motion UNANIMOUS PASS

Mayor Davis asked members of the Chesterfield/Colonial Heights Crime Solvers Board, Chief Faries and all other Crime Solvers guests to come forward.  Mayor Davis read Resolution 13-3 in its entirety recognizing January as National Crime Solvers Month in the City of Colonial Heights.

Mr. Ab Quillen, Crime Solvers volunteer, stated that Crime Solvers in Colonial Heights is a great partnership between the law enforcement community, the citizens, and the media, all working together to help make the community a safer and better place to live.  Mr. Quillen advised that Colonial Heights Schools has one of the strongest and most interested groups in the area.  Mr. Quillen noted that January, being Crime Solvers Month, is the big fundraising month with a big drive currently going on.

Mr. Quillen thanked Council and the citizens of Colonial Heights for helping to make Crime Solves successful.

Col. Jeff Faries, Police Chief, acknowledged the dedication of the Crime Solvers volunteers and stated that the Police Department would not be able to do the job it does without the assistance of the Crime Solvers.  Chief Faries gave an example of how this year volunteers not only solved a crime, but prevented a crime by forwarding a tip they received with regard to a planned robbery of two City businesses.  Chief Faries extended his sincere thanks from the citizens of Colonial Heights and the Colonial Heights Police Department.  Chief Faries also asked that Mr. Jim Burk, who passed away in 2012, be remembered as the patriarch of the program.  

Detective Kevin Bacon, Chesterfield Police Department, led the group in the Crime Solvers motto, “Take the time to stop the crime.”

D.	A PROCLAMATION Recognizing Christopher Michael Thomas Anderson upon His Attaining Rank of Eagle Scout.

Mayor Davis asked Christopher Michael Thomas Anderson to come forward and he presented him with a Proclamation recognizing his attaining rank of Eagle Scout.  Mayor Davis read the Proclamation in its entirety and thanked him for his service to the community.  Christopher explained that his project was a way for him to help the City of Colonial Heights.  He also thanked his parents for pushing him through Scouts and to Council for recognizing him.

E.	A PROCLAMATION Designating The Month Of January 2013 as “Stalking Awareness Month” In The City Of Colonial Heights, Virginia.

Mayor Davis recognized Jane Clayborne from the James House, Abby Lynch from Office on Youth, and Officer Sophie Benkendorf of the Colonial Heights Police Department.  Mayor Davis read the Proclamation in its entirety at which time Ms. Clayborne thanked Mayor Davis and Council and stated that stalking is a crime which is not understood.  She thanked the City on behalf of the Colonial Heights Juvenile and Domestic Violence Task Force and the James House for taking the time to proclaim Stalking Awareness Month to help raise awareness about stalking. 

Mayor Davis recognized Mr. Mike Yates, the newly elected School Board Chair.

9.	Reading of Manner of Addressing Council

The City Attorney read the Manner of Addressing Council.

10.	Written Petitions and Communications

There were none.

11.	Advertised Public Hearings.

	A.	A RESOLUTION 13-1
Requesting the Commonwealth Transportation Board to fund the design and construction of Phase 3 of the pedestrian and bikeway trail along the Appomattox River, as depicted in the Colonial Heights Appomattox River Greenway Plan.

A motion to approve Resolution No. 13-1 was made by Mr. Frenier, seconded by Mrs. Yates.

Mayor Davis noted that Council has previously approved the grant applications for Phase 2 and 3 but due to unforeseen circumstances in the last construction phase, the total amount was unsure.  Therefore, there may be a need for updated costs in this next phase due to prior mitigation issues and the Planning Office is researching an additional grant application to increase the amount to $200,000 for possible unforeseen contingencies.  Mayor Davis also advised that funds will be disbursed through the Crater Planning District.

Mr. Mattis advised that this is a routine item and the Resolution No. 13-1 is needed for the Grant Application.  Mr. Mattis expressed that City staff is excited to move to Phase 3, which, he feels, is the best part of the Trail Project.  

Mayor Davis clarified that Phase 3 will be from the I-95 bridge to the Boulevard.

No one from the public addressed Council in response to the Mayor’s request for public comments. 

Vote: 			7-0
			
Freeland
			Frenier
			Green
			Kochuba
			Wood			
			Yates
			Davis
No:			None
Abstained:		None
Absent:		None 

Motion UNANIMOUS PASS

12.	Hearing of Citizens Generally On Non-Agenda Items.

Ann Hoopsick, 401 Dupuy Avenue, Colonial Heights, addressed City Council to make comments relative to the Dupuy Avenue Project.  Mrs. Hoopsick addressed Council by reading a letter containing things she has learned during the past year relative to issues regarding Dupuy Avenue.  Mrs. Hoopsick thanked Council for addressing the trash issue along Dupuy Avenue, noting she feels Council wants to make Colonial Heights a “top rated” community within the state, but also stated she feels that many find it easier to “decorate” than addressing other issues, i.e. street modernization. Mrs. Hoopsick continued by referencing previous discussions concerning to the new courthouse and banner projects.  She stated that she finds it “sad” the City will get “free” money from the State for the banner project when Crime Solvers has to work so hard to raise money for something so worthwhile.  

Mrs. Hoopsick noted that she was “shocked” that no one had considered the effects of the project on Dupuy Avenue, until it was brought to Council’s attention.  Mrs. Hoopsick stated that some Council members still did not show much interest in the details.  Mrs. Hoopsick noted the examples she was referencing, i.e. the effect of the decorative light poles on Dupuy (she was glad to see the change back to the current poles); five feet sidewalks as opposed to three feet sidewalks increases the cost by 2/3.  Mrs. Hoopsick stated that if the City was paying for the project from City funds, they would look more closely at the cost difference between three feet and five feet sidewalks.  

Mrs. Hoopsick stated that she feels Council approved the first plan for Dupuy Avenue because, after looking at the pictures/plans, it was a “re-decorating” plan.  She feels no consideration was given as to how the plan affected the resident’s property.

Mrs. Hoopsick stated that she hopes the City Council members attend the Dupuy Avenue meeting next month at which time the new and approved plan is presented.  Mrs. Hoopsick advised that there have been only two Council members, that she is aware of, that have personally taken a real interest in finding out exactly how this project affects the property owners.

Mrs. Hoopsick made reference to an article printed in the Progress Index, in which the writer made reference to there being “46 property owners and only 16 came to the meeting in July.”   Mrs. Hoopsick continued by stating that Mr. Hundley’s presentation last month contained a page noting information was mailed to 63 addresses but there are only 46 property owners.  Mrs. Hoopsick feels these numbers are a misrepresentation.  

Mayor Davis reminded Mrs. Hoopsick that there was only a five-minute comment period.  

Mrs. Hoopsick continued with her comments and noted that there has been no one from the street has come forward to say they are “for” the plan.  She asked that Council consider looking at how the current plan affects the residents more than they have in the past.

George Minson, 907 Forest View Drive, Colonial Heights addressed City Council to make comments and express concerns on the modernization of Dupuy Avenue.  Mr. Minson stated that with the modernization of Dupuy Avenue, building and zoning requirements will be modernized with changes, i.e. addition of a room, construction of a garage.  These changes affect fire requirements and regulations.  Mr. Minson referenced additional business regulations such as fire wall, parking, handicap, ramps, sign; landlord/tenant for residential property.

Mr. Minson noted that whatever changes, which are on the Agenda for the Boulevard and Dupuy Avenue to accommodate the access to the new Courthouse complex and other offices, will certainly increase traffic.  With regard to a turn-lane, Mr. Minson stated it would create confusion causing back-up and accidents.   Additionally, Mr. Minson stated that parallel parking along Dupuy Avenue would create back-up.  Mr. Minson advised that there could be use of street parking by the University students, as some are using it now because parking is not restricted to certain property owners.  Mr. Minson referenced the original 1950 plan which would have made Temple Avenue cross the Boulevard into Chesterfield County.  Mr. Minson noted that at the December 11th Council Meeting, it was mentioned that Dupuy Avenue could “get help” from the University and Colonial Heights Police to increase traffic flow to two lanes in both directions to accommodate the traffic increase due to special events at the University which is approximately seven to 12 per year (sports events, graduation, registration, etc.).  Mr. Minson stated that he thought it was time to re-think the whole plan and reconsider the “old” plan; the existing plan does not benefit any property owners on Dupuy Avenue and the only beneficiaries are the University and Chesterfield County.

Mayor Davis reminded Mr. Minson that there was a 5-minute comment period.

Mr. Minson stated that if the modernization plan is allowed to go forward as is, it will diminish the likeness and attract resident bias or good tenants when the property owners decide to move and “decay” the entire neighborhood.  Mr. Minson stated that the University is considering buying over 90 properties close to the campus and building an 8000 sq. ft. Civic Center to accommodate 15-20,000 people which would also impact the traffic on Dupuy Avenue.  Mr. Minson noted that money for these expansions must be recovered through the revenues from the use of such facilities.

Mr. Minson thanked Council for giving him the extra time and advised that he provided the Clerk with a copy of his comments to be distributed to each Council member.

Kathi Temple, 613 Hamilton Avenue, advised that prior to the meeting, she sent a letter to all Council members, copying the City Attorney and the City Manager.  She advised that a response is “in the works.”  Ms. Temple stated that she wanted to emphasize how important the condition of Cal’s and they “eye sore” it is.  Ms. Temple hopes her response from the City Attorney is not one she previously received in October, when she first began commenting on this matter.

Ms. Temple stated that she feels other businesses would not be allowed to continue in the “deplorable” condition that Cal’s is.  Ms. Temple understands that people make money there and she does not have a problem with the operation of a salvage yard or junk yard, but the previous owner (C & B) did not conduct business in the front as it is today.  Ms. Temple advised that she wanted it behind a fence; additionally, she advised that she, provided in her letters to City officials, copies of Federal, State and Local Codes relative to this issue.

Mayor Davis advised Ms. Temple that Council has discussed this issue and the City Attorney will research the Code Sections and provide his analysis.  Mayor Davis noted that this topic will be discussed later this month.

Lewis Waskey, 406 Dupuy Avenue, addressed Council by stating that, at this point, the Dupuy Avenue Modernization Project is going to move forward.  Mr. Waskey advised that he has accepted this progress and wanted to address a few points with Council.  He wished Mr. Hendley was present but would address his comments with him at a later time.  

Mr. Waskey advised that in front of his house there are 13 ft. lanes, but the plans note 10 ft. lanes.  Additionally, parallel parking will create a “worse” problem than currently exists with left-hand turns.  Mr. Waskey advised that two or three houses could use parallel parking now; noting some of the houses have erected fences extending to the front sidewalk, choosing not to park on their property, but instead, parking on the sidewalk.   Mr. Waskey stated that some of the parking problems are caused by the owner or resident of the property.

Mr. Waskey feels the biggest problem with the new plan is the street parking.  Mr. Waskey referenced Mr. Hendley’s comments relative to left-turn traffic flow issues.  Additionally, Mr. Waskey pointed out the intersection at Dupuy and the Boulevard.  He feels these two main problems need to be addressed in more detail before moving forward.  Mr. Waskey advised that he would be happy to meet with any member of Council or Mr. Hendly to look at these issues.

13.	Consideration of Uncontested Minutes, Ordinances, Resolutions, and Motions in Accordance with the Consent Agenda.

Mayor Davis advised that because of the change in Council members Luck and Kochuba, any items of business under Item 13, were placed under Item 15 – Unfinished Business, Contested Ordinances and Resolutions, and Items Removed from the Consent Agenda. 


14.	Introduction and Consideration of Ordinances and Resolutions

A. A RESOLUTION NO. 13-4
To request that the General Assembly and Governor of Virginia Accept and implement the full expansion of Medicaid as provided by the Affordable Care Act.

A motion was made by Mrs. Yates to approve Resolution 13-4, seconded by Mr. Freeland.

Mayor Davis advised that the correspondence relating to Resolution 13-4 was sent to the Manager from District 19 Community Services Board requesting that Council adopt a resolution stating that the General Assembly of Virginia fully accept and implement the expansion on the Affordable Care Act for Medicaid.    Mayor Davis asked Mr. Frenier if he would like to make any comments.

Mr. Frenier advised he wanted this on the Agenda as a topic of discussion and was hoping for someone to be present from District 19 to answer questions.  Mr. Frenier noted that he has been researching, but has not been able to find anyone with much information.  

Mayor Davis stated that he too had done research, noting three articles in the Richmond Times Dispatch at various dates, one of which references an economic and analytic study that was conducted by Chris Chmura, Chmura Economic and Analytics, who is well known in the Commonwealth for economic analysis in higher education.

Mayor Davis continued to explain that the overarching effect is that the Commonwealth of Virginia either has to opt-in or opt-out of the expansion which comes down to what the General Assembly and the Governor feels is  most beneficial for the citizens of the Commonwealth.  Mayor Davis explained that part of the Executive Summary estimates what the net economic impact is for both options.  Mayor Davis advised that the Chmura Study “estimated the impacts for the Virginia portion of the expansion and limited the analysis to the potential Medicaid expansion.”  Mayor Davis noted that the study did not consider the Affordable Care Act as a whole, but only one portion.  Mayor Davis explained that the document would be very difficult to look at as a whole. 

Mayor Davis stated that the overarching policy issue is for the “reader to weigh the assumptions and the caveats closely with conclusions and findings.”  Mayor Davis pointed this out to show that a few variables/items which have been omitted from the study, some focusing on Medicaid expansion.  Mayor Davis explained that with some of the items omitted, the actions of the State may take the balance and offset the increase of the cost for Medicaid.

Mayor Davis continued by noting that currently, the federal match for the current way Medicaid is dispensed within the Commonwealth is 50% Federal aid.  Under this study and its findings with regard to what the Federal Government has promised, is “from 2014 to 2019, payment is 100%, and by 2019, payment is 90%; after 2019, there is no promise and no guarantee what the Federal contribution will be to any state”.

Mayor Davis stated that, in his opinion, in the short term by “opting in”, the Commonwealth will have less expense than “opting out”.  Mayor Davis further explained that after 2019, should the Federal Government “drop” the 50%, as is currently, and does not maintain the higher percentage level, it would cost the Commonwealth more to “opt in”.

Mayor Davis noted that with the unknown “dilemma” of the current state of the Federal Government, will “they” be able to determine what the long-term funding should be.  Additionally, Mayor Davis advised that, in the past, the City has become involved in other State policy decisions, i.e. the voting on of a Resolution relative to the I95 tolls, which would have a direct economic impact on citizens which work and shop within the City.  This decision would have an impact to a set of citizens that live in the City.  

Mayor Davis suggested that he feels the Commonwealth should be responsible for making a much more educated decision, given the amount of data provided by staff members of the General Assembly and other outside sources.  Additionally, Mayor Davis advised that he feels Council should not make this decision tonight.
	
Mr. Frenier noted that, in the information received from District 19, there are 2,300 participants in the program.  Mr. Frenier also noted that this figure is not broken down according to locality, but questioned, how many actual citizens of Colonial Heights this affects.  Additionally, Mr. Frenier asked, under the new expansion, will the participants receive more benefits, or is the expansion to allow more people to participate?

In response to Mr. Frenier’s questions, Mayor Davis responded by stating that he had not read anything about more benefits but more people.  Mr. Frenier agreed.  Mayor Davis continued by advising that they estimate 400,000 additional individuals eligible for these benefits.  Additionally, Mayor Davis stated that if the Federal Government does not continue the spending, then the Commonwealth will see the financial effects in the future.

Mr. Green stated that he agrees with everything that has been said, but his concern is the “hit” the State may take in six years, which is another presidential term.  Mr. Green stated he does not agree with the Affordable Health Care Act, but, as discussed, this is not the entire Act but a portion.  Mr. Green stated that he feels the City is “over a barrel” with the increase of the eligibility cost.  Mr. Green stated he feels that the loss of healthcare among citizens is due of its rising cost causing the cut back of jobs and health care benefits due to employers cutting hours so the employee is not eligible for healthcare benefits and employers not giving raises because they can’t afford to give raises and provide healthcare benefits.  Mr. Green feels that this is not fixing the problem but putting a ‘Welfare or Assistance band aid” on it.  Mr. Green reiterated that although he does not agree with the Affordable Health Care Act, the Act states if the City does not participate, the funding could run out.  Mr. Green expressed concern relative to those the City is currently assisting.  Mr. Green stated he does not want to let our citizens “suffer”, not providing them with the aid they need.  He stated he would vote to support this and hopefully by 2019, things will improve.

Mr. Freeland asked why we were even having this discussion.  Mayor Davis advised that the information was sent to Council by District 19 and a Council member requested that it be placed on the agenda in the form of a Resolution to support on their favor to our legislators.

Mr. Freeland asked if City tax money is contributed to this.  Mayor Davis advised that yes, the citizens participate in Medicaid.

Mr. Frenier asked, “are we being a voice for our citizens to assist them?”   

Mayor Davis noted another area within the Act.  He stated that there are already deficiencies in Medicaid that are not being corrected through this plan, but more money is being added to something that is already inefficient at the Federal level.  Mayor Davis pointed out that there are neither guarantees nor flexibility for the state to make changes to participation.  

Mr. Wood advised that his issue is that this is “but a portion of a very large issue” that will have serious economic consequences for the state.  Mr. Wood noted that it is understandable that we received this request from District 19, being they receive a large portion of funding through Medicaid and should the state not “opt-in” if their funding would be reduced or eliminated.  Mr. Wood stated that if the only thing to be considered were the citizens being served by District 19, it would be a clearer picture, but that is not the only thing to consider.  Mr. Wood stated that consideration must be given to the additional cost, which is very difficult to perceive how it possible to extend benefits to more citizens and increase costs.   These costs will initially be offset by Federal promises, which will then be, at some point, reduced or terminated leaving a system that will be obligated to make payments on behalf of an entitled group, which will be the responsibility of the state and then the localities. Mr. Wood advised that at this point, the political ramifications, the economic obligations of the state, and the level of participation being sought, is beyond our purview; therefore, he is reluctant to be in favor of the resolution in light of there being a better oversight and analysis at the General Assembly level.  Mr. Wood stated that, with the information provided, he will not be able to support the resolution.

Mr. Green stated that he agrees with the comments that have been made and he personally would vote against this, but it impacts people that cannot afford to do any better because of the economic situation.  As an elected official and representing the lower class that is struggling to get by, he advised he would have to support this with the threat that it has of taking the current funds if we do not participate.

Mr. Frenier asked that if this plan is not expanded, will the existing plan be kept to assist those currently receiving benefits or will it be done away with altogether.

Mayor Davis advised that there has to be some type of Medicaid option; either opt into the Federal plan or opt out and have your own.  Should you have your own, you must have part of the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid option.

Vote: 			1-5 with 1 Abstention 
Yes:			Green
No:			Frenier
			Kochuba
			Wood
Yates
Davis
Abstained:		Freeland
Absent:		None 

Motion MAJORITY FAIL

Mr. Freeland Abstained and noted his vote was due to lack of information provided.

Mr. Frenier asked that the minutes reflect that he voted NO but would still like to keep some form of the program in place for those currently receiving benefits.

15.	Unfinished Business, Contested Ordinances and Resolutions, and Items Removed from the Consent Agenda.

	A.	ORDINANCE NO. 12-FIN-23
(Second Reading) To amend the General Fund Budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2012 and ending June 30, 2013, to appropriate funds in the aggregate amount of $58,020 consisting of $1,500 in revenues from the Sheriff’s calendar project to be utilized in the Halloween in the Park function and office photos, and $56,520 from the State Asset Forfeiture funds to purchase 25 replacement mobile data computers for police vehicles.

	B.	Special Meeting Minutes December 11, 2012

	C.	Regular Meeting Minutes December 11, 2012

A motion was made by Mrs. Yates to approve Ordinance 12-FIN-23 and the December Minutes as presented, seconded by Mr. Frenier

Vote: 			7-0
			Frenier
			Freeland
			Green
			Kochuba
			Wood			
			Yates
			Davis
No:			None
Abstained:		None
Absent:		None 

Motion UNANIMOUS PASS

16.	Reports of Officers and documents Related Thereto

A. City Manager

1.	Review of FY2013-14 Budget Development and Adoption Calendar

Mr. Mattis reported that it was time to begin the budget development for next year and asked if Council had a chance to review the projected budget calendar memo provided in Council packets.  Mr. Mattis pointed out that an update of the five-year capital plan will be incorporated as part of the budget process also noting this procedure is different from the previous two years.

Mr. Mattis advised that the general schedule is built around three Council budget work sessions in addition to any other presentations made.  It was advised that the budget was built around a Tuesday with most of the meetings being held around the Council’s regular schedule with the exception of two special meetings; on April 30, and the final adoption in May.
	
2.	Update on City Courthouse Project

Mr. Mattis advised that the Courthouse Project continues to progress according to schedule with planning relative to the opening later in the year and the impact it will have on next year’s budget.  Additionally, a Building Committee Meeting will be scheduled soon to discuss final decisions regarding furniture, etc.   Mr. Mattis offered a walk-through to anyone who is interested.

Mayor Davis suggested that anyone who has not done so, take Mr. Mattis up on his offer to see the different phases and see it in the construction phase.	 

4.	General Activity Report and/or Project Update. 

Mr. Mattis updated Council regarding the Water Use Restriction and advised that the ban has been lifted noting that Lake Chesdin has returned to its capacity for the first time since last April.  Mr. Mattis was appreciative of everyone doing their part and no major concerns or situations developed.

Mr. Mattis advised Council that the Dupuy Avenue and Lakeview Avenue Projects are moving forward and at next month’s Council meeting, presentation will be given similar to last month’s Lakeview Project.  Mr. Mattis stated that the same process will be followed for the Lakeview Project that was followed for the Dupuy Avenue Project.  

It was advised by Mr. Mattis that the public hearing date for the Dupuy Avenue Project has not been set, only because it has taken more time relative to the fact that ample time is being given for review of the revisions.  

It was asked of Mr. Mattis by Mr. Wood if the Courthouse project is on schedule and if we are still able to tentatively meet the schedule that was previously desired.  Mr. Mattis responded that yes, everything except the fence.  Mr. Mattis pointed out that everything is going well and we are on the “home stretch” and there is no reason to think that it will not be completed in September.  Additionally, Mr. Wood stated that he had been advised by Mr. Hendly, relative to the Dupuy Avenue Project, that additional time has been taken because the feedback from the residents must be considered in the development of the plan to be presented to Council; therefore, the modifications that are being made are a result of the citizen’s comments.  Mr. Mattis concurred with Mr. Wood and advised that many of the issues have already been addressed, i.e. width of lanes, on-street parking, decorative street lighting, etc.  

B. City Attorney

Mr. Fisher referenced the Attorney’s Report relative to the Boulevard Modernization Project and Council’s authorization of filing Certificates of Take for approximately six properties.  Mr. Fisher advised that as of now, there are only two properties for which the City, through its outside lawyer, has commenced litigation.  Mr. Fisher advised that the two properties are the Mosley property (Virginia Auto Glass) and the CVS property, which is only a tenant, the owner being Colonial Heights Business Trust.  Mr. Fisher continued by noting that Colonial Heights Business Trust is part of a vast holding company, a subsidiary of an entity located in Florida which has many similar trusts.  Mr. Fisher advised that he is cautiously optimistic that the litigation involving Colonial Heights Business Trust can be resolved voluntarily. Mr. Fisher advised that he is not as optimistic with regard to the Mosley property and that a trial date has been set for June of this year.

C. Director of Planning And Community Development

Planning Commission Meeting Summary – January 2013

Mr. Schanzenbacher advised that the Planning Commission met last week to hold their annual meeting.  At the meeting, Mr. Towns and Mr. Freeland were re-elected officers for next year’s term.  Additionally, a public hearing was held on a special use permit request by the City of Colonial Heights Schools for a sign for the Stadium Press Box.  Mr. Schanzenbacher noted that the Commission unanimous recommends approval and requested that a Public Hearing be scheduled to move the project forward.  

Mr. Green advised that he, along with, Mr. Schanzenbacher, Ms. Jamie Sherry, Ms. Mary Ann Hamilton, and their consultant were present at the Historical Society in Richmond where approval of the Highlands District as a Historical District was awarded.  Mr. Green thanked Mr. Schanzenbacher and his staff for their efforts put forth and the results.

17.	Consideration of Claims

18.	Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Freeland, seconded by Mrs. Yates, and carried unanimously on voice vote at 8:33 PM.

						APPROVED:



						__________________________________
						C. Scott Davis, Mayor



ATTEST:



_______________________________
Pamela B. Wallace, City Clerk
