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MEMORANDUM

TO:

Douglas A. Smith, City Manager

FROM:

Pamela B. Wallace, CMC

DATE:

December 4, 2020

SUBJECT:

Request for a Special Use Permit

Please see the attached application requesting a Special Use Permit to keep more than
four companion animals at 155 Chesterfield Avenue. The applicant currently has four dogs
and is requesting to keep a fifth dog. Four of the dogs at the residence are up‐to‐date on
vaccinations and licenses (verification attached), there have been no complaints by
neighbors regarding the dogs, and the yard is fenced.
The applicant, Mr. Chuck Barnes, contacted my office yesterday, asking how he could
register his fifth dog. I explained the City’s regulations regarding more than four
companion animals and he advised he had already spoken with Amanda from Animal
Control, and she advised of the same and instructed him to contact my office.
The information has been forwarded to Chief Faries and the request will be placed on the
January 12, 2021 Regular Meeting Agenda.
Attachments
Cc:

Col. Jeffrey W. Faries, Police Chief
Mr. Hugh P. Fisher, III

City of Colonial Heights
Police Department
100-A Highland Avenue · P. O. Box 3401
Colonial Heights, Virginia 23834

Col. Jeffrey W. Faries
Chief of Police

Babette B. Hansen
Administrative Assistant

MEMORANDUM
TO: CPT Robert Ruxer
FROM: ACS Sverchek, Amanda
DATE: December 9, 2020
SUBJECT: Special Use Permit Findings
This memorandum is in regards to the Special Use Permit request made by Chuck Barnes
of 155 Chesterfield Avenue. There have been complaints on this residence regarding the
number of animals on the property as well as barking. I have responded to this residence
twice in the last few months. I have also spoken with Mr. Barnes and other family
members in regards to the matter.
On December 8, 2020 I responded to 155 Chesterfield Avenue to conduct my
investigation. Upon arriving on scene, all five canines were outside in the fenced yard
and barking in response to my arrival. The residents of 163 Chesterfield Avenue were not
at home. A notice was left on the residence with a request to call Animal Control in
response to the Special Use Permit. I did speak with the homeowner of 153 Chesterfield
Avenue whom did indicate he was aware of the number of animals on the property,
acknowledged their barking but concluded that he did not believe having one more dog
would make any additional difference. The homeowner of 105 Battery Place indicated he
was aware of the number of animals on their property but that they didn’t bother him
directly. There were no additional findings in reference to this matter. On December 11,
2020 I conducted a follow up at 163 Chesterfield Avenue in reference to this matter and
left a secondary notice. I received a voicemail in the early afternoon from the homeowner
advising that in reference to 155 Chesterfield Avenue, it is their yard, their business and
they can have what they want and it is no business of hers.
At this time, I would agree to the Special Use Permit. The following stipulations would
be that Mr. Barnes finishes the screen on his fence line that had been previously
discussed. Additionally, the remaining canine is to be spayed/neutered and registered
with the City immediately. All others are fixed and up to date. No additional canines
should be kept or housed at this residence at any time. There is nothing else further.
___________________________________
Amanda Sverchek
Colonial Heights Animal Services Supervisor
Phone 804-520-9311  Fax 804-520-9226
www.colonialheightsva.gov

