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Extending the Concepts 

As can be seen from the photos and drawings above there is currently no overall theme or 
connection between the signs on the various forms of City sites and structures. From the recent  
signs developed it can readily be seen that the framework exists to expand the concepts and 
develop a unifying set of principles for all City public  signs.  This can be accomplished 
incrementally over time as new and or refurbished facilities come on line or as resources dictate. 
It is proposed that signage guidelines be developed and approved for the following types of uses: 

 Entrances to the City/Welcome 

 City parks  

 City buildings and facilities 

 Historical elements 

 Other items of interest 

There are many similar elements that any overall system could consist of. If we were to use the 
new signs recently constructed  as guidance the following elements are proposed: 

 Consistent word fonts and styles 

 Consistent colors and materials 

 Use of the City seal 

 Use of the “City of Colonial Heights” 

 Shapes and styles that are easily recognizable and consistent in look and materials 

Proposed Goals 

To develop guidelines for future permanent public signage in the City of Colonial Heights that 
would have the following attributes: 

1. Attractive- present a positive public image of the City and its people 
2. Clear- present sound information in a easily understood fashion 
3. Identifiable- anyone looking at any of the signs would immediately know their purpose 

and function and relationship 
4. Have common elements that would include:   

a. Color and materials 
b. Shape and forms 
c. Use of consistent fonts and wordage 
d. Use of the City Seal 

5. Comprehensive usage for all public facilities and related elements 

Suggested guidelines 

Currently there are signs that identify City Parks, City buildings, entrance and welcome signs, 
wayfinding and historical elements. Exhibits 1-8 are examples of these various signs.  While 
there are some common elements there is no consistent vocabulary of colors, materials, fonts etc.  
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5.Information 
a. City Seal-Color seal to be included on all signs 

 
b. “City of Colonial Heights”-generally to be included on all signs 
c.  Signs Shape and Foundation/base 

i. Rectangular, with curved top for city seal 
1. Foundation to be determined based on use and location  

a. Solid brick or other material 
ii. Posts 

1. Wood 
2. Decorative 
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Examples of the proposed guidelines are as follows: 

1. Welcome and City Entrances 
a. Primary 
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4. Historic and Miscellaneous 
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Next Steps 

Have draft guidelines reviewed by City departments 

Present guidelines to City Manager and City Council for acceptance 

Develop plan of implementation including cost estimates, facilities, timing etc. 
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