City of Colonial Heights, Virginia


MINUTES
City of Colonial Heights
Economic Development Authority Meeting
Thursday, May 28, 2020
City Hall – Council Chambers

8:30 AM
1. Call to Order and Roll Call
The meeting was called to order at 8:34 AM.
Roll Call:


Present:

Mrs. Comstock

Mrs. Halbert

Mr. Blaha

Mr. Wade

Mr. Kester
Mr. Hedrick

Absent:

None

2. Determination of Quorum

A quorum was determined.
3. Adoption of Agenda

Mrs. Comstock made a motion to adopt the Agenda and Mr. Kester seconded the motion with all members in favor.
4. Adoption of Minutes from January 23, 2020 Organizational meeting
Mr. Blaha made a motion to adopt the January minutes, and Mr. Kester seconded the motion with all members in favor.
5. Future Scheduled Meeting Dates – July 23, 2020; September 24, 2020; 
      December 3, 2020; January 22, 2021
6. Closed meeting pursuant to the Code of Virginia in accordance with the following provisions:
· Paragraph A.5 of Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711, to discuss prospective businesses or industries locating on a 10.84 acre parcel with parcel ID number 5400020000H and a street address of 401 Temple Avenue, where no previous announcement has been made of the businesses' or industries' interest in locating in the community.
Mrs. Halbert made a motion to go into a closed meeting and Mrs. Comstock seconded the motion.
Vote:


Yes:


Mr. Wade

Mr. Blaha

Mrs. Comstock

Mrs. Halbert

Mr. Hedrick

Mr. Kester

No:  none

Motion: Unanimous Yes
7. Vote To Come Back Into Open Meeting. 
Mr. Kester made a motion to come back into an open meeting, and Mrs. Comstock seconded the motion.
Vote:

Yes:

Mr. Wade

Mr. Blaha

Mrs. Comstock

Mrs. Halbert

Mr. Hedrick

Mr. Kester

No: None

Motion: Unanimous yes

The Authority has been in a closed meeting pursuant to the Code of Virginia in accordance with the following provision: 

· Paragraph A.5 of Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711, to discuss prospective businesses or industries locating on a 10.84 acre parcel with parcel ID number 5400020000H and a street address of 401 Temple Avenue, where no previous announcement has been made of the businesses' or industries' interest in locating in the community. 
Consideration of the following certification: 

Each member will now certify that to the best of the member's knowledge (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements of the act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the public body. Any member who believes there was a departure from the requirements of clauses (i) and (ii), shall so state prior to the vote, indicating the substance of the departure that, in his judgment, has taken place.

Roll Call. An affirmative vote shall constitute certification of compliance.

Vote:

Yes:

Mr. Wade

Mr. Blaha

Mrs. Comstock

Mrs. Halbert

Mr. Hedrick

Mr. Kester

No: None

Motion: Unanimous yes

8. COVID-19 small business grants

Mrs. Epps provided new information to the EDA regarding the small business grant program that the EDA would be offering. Previously, it had been discussed that funds from the EDA account would be allocated toward providing these grants. However, City Council allocated Federal CARES act funds to award these grants so that the EDA would not need to contribute. She continued that it was decided that businesses with 1-15 employees would receive $5000, and 15-30+ would receive $7500. Mr. Blaha asked how many businesses of each category would be in the city. Mrs. Epps replied that she was unsure, but that there are over 900 business licenses in the City. She also stated that national chains such as Macy’s would not be eligible. The applications will need to be reviewed for completeness, and they must provide a number of documents including profit and loss statements and tax returns. March-June spending is applicable. Mrs. Comstock asked if the application would include a question about whether the business has received PPP relief, and how much, and whether they would be allowed to double-dip. Mrs. Epps stated that yes, that question would be included, but that applicants would be allowed to double-dip if they meet the requirements. Mr. Kester asked who would be reviewing these applications. Mrs. Epps responded that she and an EDA member would review applications and asked for a volunteer. Mrs. Comstock offered to review the applications. Mr. Wade asked about a timeline and if it would be advertised. Mrs. Epps stated that they are trying to roll it out as soon as possible, as the applicable spending period would be through June 30th, and they would be advertising. Mr. Smith stated that depending on how much is spent, there is potential for a second round. Mrs. Epps explained that in the event of a second round, the EDA might need to contribute funds. EDA Members discussed the inclusion of franchises as potential applicants. Mrs. Comstock asked if Mrs. Epps had been in touch with Dinwiddie Economic Development to learn about how successful their grant program had been. Mrs. Epps responded that they had 41 applicants and they had been very pleased with the results, the grants amounted to $136,000 in funds. 
9. Old Business- 
Mr. Wade asked if there were any updates about funding for an EDA website. Mrs. Epps replied that it had not been included in the current year’s budget.

Mr. Smith stated that there would be an upgrade to regular website, which would result in some enhancements to the economic development page.

He continued that the current budget allotted $20,000 to join Richmond Region Tourism Group and money had also been set aside for the downtown study strategies courses. Mr. Wade reminded members that the EDA was still short a member. Mr. Blaha recommended Mr. Andrews, CPA. Mrs. Halbert stated that she would contact Dances’. 
10. Adjourn-
Mrs. Halbert made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Hedrick seconded the motion with all members in favor. The Meeting was adjourned at 9:38.
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