
Colonial Heights
City Council Regular Meeting

July 9, 2019



1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Devotion – The Honorable Kenneth B. Frenier

4. Pledge of Allegiance

5. Adoption of Agenda

6. Declarations of Personal Interest
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7. Commendations And Presentations: 
A. A RESOLUTION NO 19-32

Supporting the Appomattox River Trail through 
the Tri-Cities Region.
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Collaborative Partnerships to
CREATE A WORLD-CLASS TRAIL SYSTEM

ALONG THE APPOMATTOX RIVER 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wendy – strategic plan, community said to complete the trail – will give a brief background on FOLAR and the river. Heather will talk about the master plan and how it relates to this board.


FOLAR and its work are truly a COLLABORATIVE effort involving a multitude of individuals and organizations including expert consultants, municipalities, and funders. We are really grateful for the partnership of the John Randolph Foundation. Our accomplishments for the community over the past two years would not have been possible without it.



Petersburg WOW Camp

Battersea Bridges

Environmental Stewardship

Outdoor Education Community Support

Infrastructure Improvements

FOLAR works in partnership with 
communities to conserve and protect 
the Appomattox River for all to enjoy. 

Canoemobile Battersea 
Bridges

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wendy – who we are/what we do

Since FOLAR’s beginning as a program of the CPDC in 1999 and then incorporating as a 501c-3 nonprofit organization in 2001, FOLAR has consistently delivered successful community projects and programs creating millions of dollars in park & trail infrastructure and conservation investment with very little government funding. 

A 2013 strategic planning process undertaken by FOLAR that included input from the public and stakeholders throughout the region found broad and overwhelming desire for a connected trail along the river and that FOLAR was the ideal organization to deliver on that vision but it would need to strengthen its operation to a scale equal to the endeavor.

And as with everything else FOLAR has undertaken, they rolled up their sleeves and are working to make it happen!




Chesterfield Dinwiddie

Colonial Heights Hopewell

A River Connects Us – The Scenic Appomattox

Petersburg

Prince George

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wendy – state scenic river, the 6 jurisdictions


The Appomattox is an official VA state designated Scenic River – a special designation that signifies the amazing beauty to be experienced and provides a branding advantage as we work to increase the destination quality for tourism and outdoor recreation.  FOLAR worked diligently with the six municipalities and state to receive this designation and similarly, FOLAR will work to complete the trail.

The Appomattox River Trail system, or ART, when it’s complete, will bring enormous opportunity and benefit to our region – we know this  because we see it happening everywhere, here in VA and around the country and world. Heather, has seen these successes first hand will talk about that in a minute

Critical to the success of any project is the passionate champion and for the A.R.T. it is FOLAR. Our service area is the six municipalities along the river and our governing body consists of appointed and elected representatives from those communities






A coordinated guide to locating and prioritizing 20+ miles of 
shared-use trails with a coordinated signage system through six 

municipalities

Appomattox River Trail 
Master Plan

Funded through a $100,000 grant from       
The Cameron Foundation

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Heather – in 2016 we wrote a regional master plan for the trail location and to develop a signage system with funding from the Cameron Foundation.  Stakeholders, including city staff and the general public, were involved in the process.  



Community Benefits
Conservation 
Health & Wellness
Economic Growth
Social Equity  

Riverside Stormwater Greenway – a section of 
the Appomattox River Trail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Heather

In developing the Master Plan and as we continue to work to build out the trail, we are focused on these key long-term community benefits 

for increased tourism and economic growth; a stronger culture of active, healthy living; improved conservation; and creates more connected and therefore safer communities.




Conservation
Trails and green space are beneficial to the environment
.

• Preservation of land and historic structures 
• .

• Pollution abatement by reducing vehicle trips

• Prevention/reduction of soil erosion and filter road and 
agricultural runoff -

• Serve as natural floodplain Dept. of Energy & Environ. Protection

• Provides hands-on environmental classroom

Appomattox River Trail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Conservation – Connecting greenspace, protecting water quality, and natural and historic assets. 





Health and Wellness
Time visiting green space is beneficial to your health
• Heart-Healthy. Just 30 minutes in a park each week helps control high blood pressure.

• Promotes cancer-fighting cells. Living in areas with a lot of green space lowers 
risk of death as compared to with people in least green places.

• Helps ADHD symptoms and short-term memory. Children with 
ADHD symptoms improved attention after 20 minute park walks. Short term memory improved after a 
nature walk but no improvement after city street walk.

• Helps with depression and anxiety. Walking 90 minutes in natural 
surroundings showed lower activity in the area of the brain linked to depression.

--The Healing Power of Nature. Time July 25, 2016

Virginia Creeper 
Trail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Heather

Health & Wellness – connecting with outdoors, providing access to recreation, community pride,  quality of life





Economic Growth
Trails stimulate tourism and recreation spending and 
catalyze revitalization
VA Outdoors – Powerful Economic Engine

$21.9 BILLION In Consumer Spending
. 197,000 Direct Jobs 
. $6.5 BILLION In Wages and Salaries   

.  $1.2 BILLION In State And Local Tax Revenue
. $13.61 Generated for every $1 of tax revenue to VA State Parks in 2016

2017 Outdoor Industry Association

Increases Regional Trail Assets – Capital Regional 
Collaborative, Regional Rivers Plan: A Top Five Priority; East Coast 
Greenway; Blue Ridge to Beaches Trail; VA Capital Trail; and local trail 
arteries

Virginia Capital Trail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Heather

Economic Growth - tourism, sports/recreation businesses, community enhancement and revitalization

Builds upon community assets to attract businesses and investment



Social Equity Quality of Life for All
Access to the benefits of trails and green space for 
all… 

• Proximity to exercise and recreational opportunities is linked 
to community health Healthy Communities by Design

• Cultivates community ties by connecting people more 
deeply to the fabric of the community – National Rec & Parks Assoc.

• Safer neighborhoods and public spaces through social 
interaction, cohesion and sense of place Healthy Communities by Design

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Heather

Social Equity – access for all, community connections

Trails help us connect more directly, interact, cultivating cohesiveness and creating healthier and safer neighborhoods and public spaces



Trail Master Plan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Heather – a closer look at the master plan – Hopewell sections K, L, M and we will take a closer look


the Appomattox River Trail is planned to be a shared-use trail SYSTEM – north and south of the river with scenic loops, and rustic spurs and connections to other trails. 
20+ miles
Plan is in sections for manageability and funding
Multiple route options and different types of surface – utilizes existing sidewalks/bike paths in some urban areas
Connects to area trails

All ages-all abilities: walking, running, bicycles, strollers, wheel chairs



Trail Recommendations

Right: Example of potential 
bridge near historic dam 
structure area.
Below: Example of shared-use 
trail.

Shared Use Path

Patton Park East

Historic Petersburg

River Road – Dedicated Path

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Heather
Examples of Recommended Improvements found in each section. 

Currently 11 miles of the trail exists. Most is not paved (Pocahontas Island). The main artery would be paved for shared-use as illustrated.




Creating Identity & Sense-of-Place

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Heather – in addition to laying out the location of the trail, we also created this logo and family of signs for entire region



Signage - The coordinated signage system started with creating a Brand-Logo developed through collaborative, public, iterative process - creates a unique identity. The signage plan provides an interrelated “Family of Signs” with different types – for different needs, e.g. viewing from a vehicle or as a pedestrian. 

Also provides directional information or historical/interpretive information.
Provides manufacturing guidelines for cost effective reproduction

FOLAR and Crater Health District (CHD) formed a strategic partnership that was catalyzed through FOLAR’s work with the Cameron Foundation and a broad group of regional and cross-sector collaborators to develop the Appomattox River Trail (A.R.T.) Master Plan. 

The focus of the FOLAR-CHD collaboration is to increase opportunities for physical activity in neighborhoods with lower health outcome ratings by increasing connections between urban neighborhood communities and sidewalks to more natural trail settings, parks, and greenspace. The Neighborhood Trail Access project (NTA) created a detailed neighborhood level access plan, neighborhood branded wayfinding signage, and communication materials that will serve to strengthen local community awareness and attachment to use of the A.R.T. 







Section E – Colonial Heights



Phase IV – Designed & Funded



Section F – Colonial Heights





Section G – Colonial Heights



Phase V – Designed & Funded



Section H – Colonial Heights



Other Projects • Petersburg
• Gateway Project
• 2 miles of trail design

• Virginia State University
• Appomattox Overlook

• Hopewell
• Riverwalk
• Bike Lanes

• Cross Sector Partnerships
• Crater Health District

• Regional Studies
• Ashland to Petersburg Trail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Heather – just want to quickly mention that in addition to the work in Hopewell, other jurisdictions are actively working on portions of the trail



Wendy Austin Heather Barrar
Executive Director Regional Trails Program Director
(804) 543-0325 (804) 512-4486
WAustin@folar-va.org     HBarrar@folar-va.org

FOLAR-VA.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Heather and Wendy – we are happy to answer any questions and invite you to our Annual Meeting next Wenesday, December 19 – 5 pm at Guncotton Coffee in Hopewell.



7. Commendations And Presentations: 
B. New City Employee Introductions

Employees hired by the Public Works 
Department and Recreation and parks 
Department. 
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8.   Reading of Manner Addressing Council
ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC addressing the Council 
shall approach the lectern, give his name and address in 
an audible tone of voice for the record, AND ADDRESS 
THE COUNCIL AS A BODY RATHER THAN SPEAK TO 
ANY MEMBER. Unless further time is granted by the 
Council, ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC shall address the 
Council for a maximum of five (5) minutes, regardless of 
the number of issues he desires to discuss. PROVIDED 
however, that the main proponent of any application, 
petition, or plan that is the subject of a public hearing 
shall be allowed to address the Council initially for a
maximum of ten (10) minutes and later in rebuttal for a 
maximum of three (3) minutes. 
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9. Written Petitions and Communications 

None
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10. Advertised Public Hearings

Colonial Heights City Council Meeting
July 9, 2019

A. AN ORDINANCE NO 19-16
(First Reading) Amending Colonial Heights City Code 
Chapter 273, Vehicles and Traffic, by adding a section 
numbered 273-2.2, providing for a $5.00 fee to be 
assessed as part of the defendants’ costs in criminal 
and traffic cases in the Colonial Heights circuit and 
district courts, which shall be used to fund an electronic 
summons system.



11. Hearing of Citizens Generally on Non-
Agenda Items
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12.Consideration of Uncontested Minutes, Ordinances, 
Resolutions, and Motions in Accordance with the 
Consent Agenda

A. AN ORDINANCE NO 19-17
(Second Reading) To vacate an existing 16’ sanitary sewer 
easement recorded in Deed Book 300, page 304, in the 
Colonial Heights Circuit Court Clerk’s Office; an existing 16’ 
waterline easement recorded in  Plat Book 6, page 45, in 
the Colonial Heights Circuit Court Clerk’s Office, and an 
existing 30’ non-exclusive ingress-egress and storm water 
management basin access easement recorded in Plat Book 
6, page 45, in the Colonial Heights Circuit Court Clerk’s 
Office; all across Lot 8, Dominion Southpark, parcel 
identification number 68216200008, as part of the 
Extended Stay Hotel development. 
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12.Consideration of Uncontested Minutes, Ordinances, 
Resolutions, and Motions in Accordance with the 
Consent Agenda

B. AN ORDINANCE NO 19-18
(Second Reading) To adopt a revised General Pay Plan 
Class and Salary Range that incorporates all changes 
made to job titles, job descriptions, pay grades, and 
salary ranges pursuant to the results of the recent pay 
study the Human Resources Director conducted.
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12.Consideration of Uncontested Minutes, Ordinances, 
Resolutions, and Motions in Accordance with the 
Consent Agenda

C. AN ORDINANCE NO 19-FIN-12
(Second Reading)  To amend the General Fund Budget 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019, and ending 
June 30, 2020, to appropriate an aggregate amount of 
$29,799, which consists of 1) $12,900 in Youth 
Conservation Corps Day Program Funds to the Office on 
Youth; 2) $14,899 in additional Community Development 
Block Grant entitlement program funds; and 3) $2,000 in 
donations received from Walmart for the Police 
Department.
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12.Consideration of Uncontested Minutes, Ordinances, 
Resolutions, and Motions in Accordance with the 
Consent Agenda

D. June 11, 2019 Special Meeting Minutes
E. June 11, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes
F. June 18, 2019 Special Meeting Minutes
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13.  Introduction And Consideration Of 
Ordinances And Resolutions:

A. AN ORDINANCE NO 19-FIN-13
(First Reading)  To amend the General Fund Budget for 

the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 
2020, by increasing appropriations by $10,200 to 1) 
appropriate a $2,000 grant to the Police Department; 2) 
reduce appropriations for the planned lease of computers 
and increase appropriations for the debt service payment on 
the computer lease from excess sales tax revenue for a net 
increase in appropriations of $8,200; and 3) transfer 
$35,877 from the public works budget to the capital project 
fund to cover overages for the Stratford Drive project. 
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13.  Introduction And Consideration Of 
Ordinances And Resolutions:

A. AN ORDINANCE NO 19-FIN-13 (continued):
To amend the Capital Projects Budget for the fiscal year 

beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020, by 
increasing appropriations $35,877 for General Fund 
transfer to cover additional expenditures on Stratford Drive.
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13.  Introduction And Consideration Of 
Ordinances And Resolutions:

B. A RESOLUTION NO 19-31
Authorizing the City Manager to enter into the "Master 

Lease Purchase Agreement", and documents attached 
thereto, with BciCapital, Inc. for new City computers. 
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13.  Introduction And Consideration Of 
Ordinances And Resolutions:

C. A RESOLUTION NO 19-33
Authorizing the City Manager to enter into the Special 

Project Service Agreement for Roll-Off Hauling and Front-
End Collection and Recycling Services between Central 
Virginia Waste Management Authority and participating 
member jurisdictions.
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13.  Introduction And Consideration Of 
Ordinances And Resolutions:

D. A RESOLUTION NO 19-34
Authorizing the City Manager to accept a grant from 

the Department of Criminal Justice Services for a new 
School Resource Officer.
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14. Unfinished Business, Contested 
Ordinances And Resolutions, And Items 
Removed From The Consent Agenda:

A. AN ORDINANCE NO 19-FIN-11:
(Second Reading)  To amend the General Fund Budget for the 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2018 and ending June 30, 2019, 
by increasing appropriations by $21,500 1) to appropriate 
$19,000 in cigarette tax revenue for the purchase of cigarette 
stamps; and 2) to appropriate $2,500 in donations to the 
Library for the summer reading program.
To amend the Capital Projects Budget for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2018 and ending June 30, 2019, by 
increasing appropriations by $23,211 for additional work 
required on the tennis courts project.
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15. Reports of Officers and Documents 
Related Thereto: 

A. City Manager 
1. Consideration Of A Request For Water 
And Sewer Connection For Property 
Located Outside The City Of Colonial 
Heights.
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15. Reports of Officers and Documents 
Related Thereto: 

A. City Manager 
2. General Activity Report 
Dates of Interest

Colonial Heights City Council Meeting
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Dates of Interest 

August September
August 6th (7:00 pm) – Planning 
Commission – Council Chambers 

September 3rd (7:00 pm) –
Planning Commission – Council 
Chambers (Tentative) 

August 13th (7:00 pm) – City 
Council Regular Meeting –
Council Chambers

September 10th (7:00 pm) –
City Council Regular Meeting –
Council Chambers

September 17th (7:00 pm) –
City Council Special Meeting –
Council Chambers



 Cardboard Boat Regatta: (July 20, 2019 @ 9:00 am - Lakeview 
Park) Lakeview Park will be full of spectators waiting to see who 
will float, sink or swim at the “Cardboard Boat Regatta”. 
Contestants will make boats out of cardboard & tape and will rely 
on their inventions to keep them afloat as they race across the lake. 
Pre-registration is required & all teams will need to collect their 
own cardboard. Life vests are mandatory for all team members. 
Prizes will be awarded to the winners and most creative designed 
boats! Contact us at (804)520-9391 for a full set of 
rules/instructions/details.

Upcoming Community  Events



Upcoming Holidays

September 2nd, 2019: City Holiday – Labor Day 
(Government Offices Closed.)

October 14th, 2019: City Holiday – Columbus 
Day (Government Offices Closed.)



15. Reports of Officers and Documents 
Related Thereto cont.:

B. City Attorney 
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15. Reports of Officers and Documents Related 
Thereto cont.: 

C. Director of Planning and 
Community Development
No Planning Commission meeting in July; however, 

there is a Planning Commission meeting scheduled in 
August. Additionally, there was no meetings of any 
Boards since the June City Council Meeting.
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16. Adjournment
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